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N every State, in which learning and 


politeneſs have made any conſiderable 


progreſs, Theatrical Performances have met 


with a favourable reception. Among the 
Athenians, who were eſteemed the moſt 
wiſe, the moſt learned and polite people in 


the world, theatrical repreſentations were 


in the higheſt repute," and had the greateſt 
aſcendant over 'the minds of the people: 
| for, we are informed by hiſtory, that So- 
| crates, who in former times had maintain - 
ed a fair character, and was always held in 
the greateſt eſteem by the Athenians, being 


repreſented in a ridiculous light, in one of 
the plays of Ariſtophanes, even this great 


man became contemptible amongſt his 


countrymen, which afterwards was the 


occaſion of his diſgraceful condemnation. 

Such was the power of that comedian! 

In like, er theſe Lewes were gitar 
| * 2 | * 
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much encouraged among the Romans, who 


were reckoned the next to the Greeks in 


point of taſte and politeneſs. Among them 


 Mouriſhed Terence, fo renowned for his 


ingenious . plots, inſtructive morals, and 
natural deſcriptions, who, with many o- 


thers of no leſs reputation, entertained and 
inſtructed the Roman —_ with the Meir 
5 eſt approbation. 


And may we not e that as fon 
as our own country had emerged: from a 
Kate of ignorance, ſuperſtition, and enthu- 


_» Hiaſtic zeal for religion, when learning and 


politeneſs took place, a paſſion for thea- 


trical entertainments ſoou followed ; and 
are, at this period, in a very flauxithing 
e and frequented by people of en 


very rank and denomination. 
But, as ſome perſons have conceived 


great prejudices againſt this inſtructive a- 


muſement, and thereby are deprived of one 
df the moſt plealing entertainments; it is 


my deſigu, to preſent ſome. incitements 


(to ſuch perſons) to frequent the Theatre, 


ipally drawn from the conſideration of 


princi 
the characters of the theatrical performers. 


And firſt, when we conſider the great 
giligence and unwearied afſiduity with 


„ 
which they labour to promote the intereſt 
of virtue, to reform the manners, and to 
improve tlie ſocial feelings, they certainly. 
deſerve. our higheſt approbation, and moſt 
conſtant encouragement: and much more 
ſo, when we conſider, that they are not 
actuated by any ſelfiſh or avaricious princi- 
ples. Food and raiment is all they defire; 
and, at their departure from a city, they 
perhaps are not one farthing richer than 
when they arrived at it, tho” they have 
been the happy inſtruments of introducing 
a great many polite practices, though vul- 
garly denominated Irregularities, and which 
even ſome ill-natured critics are apt to call 
by the name of Vices ; though, at the ſame 
time, they are the higheſt improvements 
and refinements of human nature: eſpeci- 
ally the practice of gallantry, which has 
been ſo nobly promoted by theſe” gentle, 
men, is of very great moment in every 
civilized nation, as it polifhes the manners, 
diveſts man of that natural ferocity, which 
is ſo diſagreeable to every perſon of true 
delicacy. 118 practice ſeetns to be the na- 
& tural reſult of that original law of nature, 
which has placed a mutual affection be. 
twixt the two ſexes, and diſcovers itſelf in 


‚ . 2 4 6 1 
All the tender offices of love and kindneſs. 
Since this is the caſe, are they not highly 
to be commended for their induſtry to pro 
mote this noble endꝰ | 
But their ingenuity in repreſenting the 
various ſcenes of human life is no leſs won- 
derful. Thus they repreſent with the great- 
eſt exactneſs and propriety, the tumults of 
the guilty ſoul, the paſſionate ſighs of the 
lover, or the emotions raiſed in the mind 
by ſquint- eyed jealouſy: and, with what 
majeſty does the counterfeit monarch ſtalk 
along! with what well-ated auſterity does 
he iſſue out his commands! or, if a God is 
to appar, a mortal preſently ſtarts into a 
. Deity, and bids thunders roll, and light- 
nings flaſh the ſkies. Theſe ſons of Pro- 
teus appear in a thouſand different forms: 
be who to-night is a lowly peaſant, or a 
poor grave - digger, to-morrow ſtruts about 
in purple majeſty, and accompanied with 
a numerous train of attendants: he who, 
n one part of the night, repreſents an old 
woman bowed down with age, with wrink- 
led brow and hollowed eyes, in another 
part of the night repreſents a young ſtrip- 
lung all in the bloom of youth, with health | 
glowing on his checks, and ſparkling in 3 


17 209, Te 
his eyes: 10 who to- night repreſents the 


ſimple peaſant, telling over his artleſs tale, | 


to-morrow, with the greateſt ſolemnity 
pronounces the preſcriptions of the Phyſi- 
5 clan, or the commands of the Prince. 


"Theſe gentlemen arrive at a pitch of : 


virtue, to which few, who are employed 
in ſpeculation, attain to: They reduce 
theory to practice. The deluſive ſcenes of 


= love exhibited on the Rage, are performed : 
by them in real life, in other places. The 
perſon who acts the part of hat they call 


a man of honour, evidently thows to the 


world that he has imbibed very much of 


that magnanimous ſpirit; for, on account 
of the ſmalleſt offence, he will chat 


lenge his neareſt friend to a duel: he who h 
makes an elopment with a fair girl in the 


play, by his artful and perſuaſive harangues, 
| feduces the daughter of ſome rich citizen, 
and ſecures the beloved coffers of the weal- 
thy father: the propriety of which conduct 


will cafily appear to all who have ally de- 


gree of the theatrical ſpirit. 
Indeed, they are not over ſcrupulous i in 


an attachment to the precepts of religion, as 


their minds are opened by the free and 


generous ſentiments 1 in the plays; 1 85 


4 
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and as they. 4 believe, that none af 
their little failures will be puniſhed by God, 
hg is goodneſs itſelf; and therefore, he 
will never puniſh his creatures for the en- 
joyment of theſe things which he has be- 


+ ſtowed, upon them, and the gratification 


of theſe deſires which he hath implanted in 
them,. ſeeing. they particularly obey that 
command, love ane another, which is of ſo 
great importance in the Chriſtian ſyſtem. 
It is true, they ſometimes exerciſe the rhe- 
toric of aaths and bla/pbenues ; yet this does 
not proceed from any intention of the heart, 
but. ouly from a habit contracted in the 
of thele plays, Where this polite lan- 
guage is interſperſed. 1 

Auch it is certain, that ther cannot be 

called. oſtentatious in the practice of virtue; 
for they conceal their real merit from the 
eyes ot men, Which is a piece of as great 


 ſelf-denial as can be exerciſed. The, Sab- 


bath, that day of reſt, affords none ta them: 


7 fon, in general, it muſt be ſpent in a pre- 


paration for their future appearances, that 
ſo they may be enabled to communicate 
their initructions with pleaſure and ſatis- 
faction to the ſpectators. Diſintereſted 
men indeed! that without exception of 


| * 7 7 | 
9 days they ſhould this labour fur che puh 
ic good: that, laying afide all regard for 
their own caſe and tranquillity, they ſhould 
ES thus endeavour to mend the heart. And 
a preparation of ſuck means as may be tmoſt 
eſſectual to promote the intereſts of virtue, 
to conſirm its-votaries in their noble reſd- 
lation, and to eradicate every baſe . 
ple from their fellow - creature? 
Agam, when we conſider, dhe eaten; | 
employment which they afford to that Mut- 
trious ſet of mortals the Taylars and the 
| Barbers, who are abſolutely neeeſſary to 
render them fit ta appear in x proper man- T 


gentlemen. — But their — inſtuence 
extends not only to the lower claſs of man- 
kind, but to perſons of a far more exalted 
| Ration, and even to thoſe who inſſruct man- 
kind fm the pulpit. How much more 
might thefe perſons affect the hearts of their 
W hearers with a love of goodwels and virtue, 
With a hatred to all vice and immorabty, 
if they had 2 more abundant ſhare of that 
IF <loquence with which the theatrical per- 
| formers are generally poſfeſfed of? for, do 
we not fee that theatrh 
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ten melted into tears by the affecting man- 


ner in which fictitious calamities are repre- MF 


ſiented? But how ſeldom is this the caſe in 
important truths, and thoſe which moſt 
highly concern us, are ſpoken, but the 
audience in general is cold and unaffected. 
And whence does this difference ariſe, but 
from the different manner in which the 
Actor and the preacher expreſs themſelves ? 
The former ſpeaks with vehemence and 
feeling; and the latter delivers his elabo- 
rate harangues with coldneſs and indiffer- 
ence. And for the proof of this, we may 
appeal to matter of fact; for, do we not 
7 foe: that thoſe preachers, ho their young- 
er days have frequented this ſchool of elo- 
quence, always attract the attention of the 
audience, and affect them in a greater degrec? 
Another very ſtrong inducement to at- 
tend the Theatre, is, that it is a moſt effec- 
tual method to paſs away the time agree- 


ably; and to ſpend thoſe hours for our 
15 inſtruction, which otherwiſe would be em- 
ployed for our own diſadvantage in parti- | 


cular, as well as of mankind in general. 


For, it is well known, that a life of inac- 


- tivity is of all others the moſt diſagreeable, 


aud has a natural tendency to make men 


- 


5 n 
nan into ſome bad purſuit, or pernicious 
exerciſe: but are not theſe inconveniences 
prevented by attending the theatre? There 
the ſpirits are rendered lively, and the time 
ſlides away in the moſt imperceptible man- 
ner; and while the moſt agreeable pleaſure 
is attained, the moſt rational improvement 
is not awanting. For now, inſtead of the 
mind's; being in a liſtleſs inactivity, it is 
rouzed into a generous concern for afflict-· 
ed virtue and innocence; inſtead of falling 
into ſome unworthy purſuit, the heart is 
bettered, and the nobler feelings of the 
mind improved. But tho' by the greater 
number of thoſe who attend the Theatre 
theſe advantages are not always attained ; 
though perhaps they are little more ena- 
moured with virtue than before; yet it is 
moſt certain, that this great advantage is 
attained, that they never fail to become ac- 
quainted with all the various vices which 
have been practiſed by mankind; and of 
the moſt proper and concealed manner of 
putting their deſigns in execution: and of 
how much advantage this is to every per- 
ſon, the ingenious reader will eaſily perceive. 
But there is another conſideration, 
which, I preſume, will have no ſmall in- 
fuence on thoſe who are concerned for the 
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_ this time my Lord contracts an acquaint- 
. ance with an old country gentleman, who 


1.381" 3 
ae eee that is, they give 
us many: iaſtruct ur leſſons; which are of the 
greateſt utility in the conduct of life. I 
ſhall endeavuur to give an example of this, 
in 2 well known Play, the plot of which 
is ſhortly this: There were two brothers, 
bath poſſeſſed of the ſpirit of gentlemen; 
the eder, in proceſs of time, obtained the 


title of Lord; the younger, eee 


was improving his mind by travelling. At 


_ recluſe as a veſtal. „ e e 
promiſed in marriage to this Lord, oug 


they had never ſeen one another; N 
time for celebrating the nuptials is appoint · 


comes home, with all the accompliſhments 
neceſſary to complete the character of a fine 


gentleman. However, as his money was 


gone, he was not very affectionately re- 
ceived by his elder brother. The young 


gentleman being incenſed at this uſage, at- 


tempts every method to be revenged on his 


brother; and being informed of his intend - 


ed marriage, according to the advice of an 


old maſter in gallantry, he ſets out with 


his brother's equipage to the old gentleman's 
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5 comer feat, where he was received is 
manner ſuitable. to his dignity ; but leſt he 
# ſhould be diſcovered he gets the marriage 
= knot tied in à private manner by the 
= chaplain, -/ But at his brother's arrival he 
= was obliged to make his retreat as ſoon as 
poſſible: but not diſcouraged at this miſ- 
fortune, in concert with his ſuperannuated 
| gallant, he repairs to the houſe where his 


brother was to receive his bride; and, by 


W the united teſtimony of the young Lady's 
| nurſe, and the chaplain of the family,” he 


recovers his an 


Every one's own reflection will y | 
Pa. 2 number of very inſtructive and 
| uſeful leſſons in this play: as for example, 


we may obſerve of how great ſervice it is 


to be initiated into the paths of gallantry 


in the time of youth; for, by this means, 
when people come to more advanced, years, 


| they will be able to aſſiſt young gentlemen 
| upon; and by this means they exerciſe 


the nobleſtꝰ benevolence to others: and 


= though. they are not capable of practiſing 
= theſe fates of gallantry, which do fo much 
W honour to human nature; yet, by their 


advice to others, they are of the nn 
ſervice to this 3 cauſe. Nay, more 
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muſt we not admire the conduct of this 
young gentleman in ſtudying a juſt revenge 
_ againſt his brother? As this temper of mind 
is highly advantageous, it is a noble mean 
of deterring perſons from doing 1 injuries to 
others, and at the ſame time is a mark of 
a noble and generous ſpirit, which will not 
tamely ſubmit to injuries: but according 
to the original law of ſelf · preſervation, he 
will ſtudy revenge againſt every perſon who 
hath. offered him any infult. But another 
part of his conduct is no leſs worthy of our 
praiſe and commendation, and that is his 
manner of treating the old 'gentleman in 
regard to his daughter: for what can be 
more: laudable than to reſcue a young vir- 
gin from a ſtate of captivity, to enjoy the 
ſweets of love and liberty? And what can 
be more excellent, and at the ſame time 
more profitable, than by this means to get 
the money out of the hands of theſe cloſe- 
ſiſted miſers, who are ignorant how to uſe 


their wealth, and whoſe condition is quite 


the reverſe of theſe of whom the Poet ſays, 
f Dii tibi divitias dederunt artemque fruendi * 


And dors not this Play give a very good | 
hint to the young Ladies, who may be 
_  contined in the fame manner as this fair 


0 15 . 
one in the play, to make an elopment with 
Wee cliver fellow who comes intheir way? 

Now, fince this one play aſſords ſo ma- 
ny uſeful hints, how many valuable in- 
fractions muſt be contained in the great 


and frequently repreſented? For, do they 
not all abound with the moſt elegant de- 
ſcriptions of Beaus, of elopments, of old 
fathers deceived by their daughters, fair 
Ladies deceived by falſe lovers, huſbands 
intriguing with young girls, and wives 


things of like conſequence; ; thethorough 
knowledge of which, is of ſo much advan- 
tage, and affords fo much real ſatigſactio 
jp improvement. 
Thus I have pointed ando a 5 of the 
many ingular advantages that ariſe from 
attending the Theatre. And now to con- 
clude; certainly every perſon, who is de- 
ſirous to have his mind improved in every 
thing virtuous and praiſe-worthy, will at- 
tend this ſchool of virtue. And, no doubt, 
every perſon who is poſſeſſed of a true ſpi- 
rit of charity and generoſity will be induc- 
ed to give encouragement to theſe polite 


price of fortune, or by ſome of their own 


Variety of plays which are now printed, 


with young gallants? And many other 


and inſtructive gentlemen, who, by the ca- 
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faltares (which the good od ag heart | 7 


neces, and will inevitablyifall 


are ae by ſuch perſons as are poſſeſ- 
{ed of a ſpirit of this nature. Now, from 
the conſideration of all theſe arguments, it 


will appear plain and evident, that theatri- 
cal entertainments are of the higheſt ad- 


vantage to the nation in general, and to e- 


very individual in particular; and therefore, 


the performers ought to be encouraged, and 


applauded: for certain it is, that notwith- 
' ſtanding the amazing progreſs of theſe gen- 


tlemen in the practice of virtue, they will 


ſpend neither time nor pains for the in- 
ſtruction of mankind, unleſs their laborious 


efforts are crowned with proper rewards. | 


Aud there is certainly no period, wherein * 


thoſe gentlemen's laudable zeal, for the 
benefit of mankind, ever appeared in ſuch 


4 conſpicuous light, as their profering their 
ſervice at this time, in order to revive*the 


ſinking ſpirits of the inhabitants of this city, 


ſo much depreſſed by the late failures, and 
the preſent general ſtagnation of trade and 
commerce, and to eradicate the gloomy 1 
from thaw: * 1 
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